Library Card Eligibility
Skagit County does not have a county-wide library system. Borrowers living in a library
taxing district, or within the city limits of a city supporting a library, may get a library card.
One must show their home library card as well as provide the following proof of
identification and residency:
Identification
• Social Security Card
• Birth Certificate
• Driver's License
• Military ID
• School or College ID
• School Report Card or Schedule
• Shot Record
• Health Insurance Card
• State issued ID
• Selective Service Card
• Non-expired credit card

Residency
• Current utility bill with name and address
• Checkbook with name and address
• Current tax receipt
• Lease or rental agreement
• Mortgage document
• Automobile registration
• Voter registration card with address
• Mail (e.g., statements, invoices, bills) with
name, address, and current date 30 days or
less)

Residents of areas not supporting a city library or district library through property
taxes are ineligible for a free library card. Providing services to patrons who do not
pay taxes to support library services is considered gifting of public funds by the
Washington State Auditor’s Office. Taxing districts, such as a library, fire or dike
districts, cannot take tax money from one jurisdiction to provide services outside of
their jurisdiction without policies or interlocal agreements in place with other taxing
districts. Those citizens living in areas not paying into a library district may contact
Skagit County to find out how to organize a taxing district.
To find out if you live in a library taxing district:
Check Property Search: Go to http://www.skagitcounty.net/Search/property/ and enter
property address. Click on the tab TAXES and look for a library taxing district or city
supporting a city library in the list in the list of Property Tax, Assessments and Fees. Note
that postal code zones extend beyond the boundaries of many taxing districts. Nonresidents must pay $40, subject to change by Board decision. Patrons who purchase
library cards at area libraries are not eligible for reciprocal borrowing privileges at
other libraries.

Example of a tax record NOT paying into a library district. Note that Skagit County taxes
do not include support of a library as Skagit County does not have a county-wide system.
Multiple attempts have been made by Skagit citizens to form a county library system, but
those election campaigns did not receive enough votes to pass.

